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HARDSCAPE



Before we talk about concrete pavers. Before we tell you about colors and patterns and

texture. Before we say how cost effective and durable pavers can be, we want to say

something else: 

Thank you.

Thanks for remodeling your home or designing that new shopping center. Thanks for

being a little smarter about that overpass, walkway, courtyard, or wall. Without you,

PaverSystems wouldn't have grown steadily over the last twenty years. Without you, we

wouldn’t be an industry leader. And it goes without saying we wouldn’t be here to thank

you for letting us bring your ideas to life.  Thanks for choosing Paver Systems. Now, let’s

have a look.

Before we talk…



Interlocking concrete pavers may be the best thing since peanut butter and jelly. Like 

the humble PB&J, concrete pavers are made to stick together. They’re also easy to pull

apart and put back together again. They don’t cost much. And you’ll find them in the 

simplest homes or the most lavish estates. Of course, there are some differences.

Pavers last well over 50 years. By then, your peanut butter sandwich, and ordinary 

building materials, will be long gone. Pavers come in hundreds of shapes, sizes, colors

and designs. 

A sandwich is pretty much two pieces of bread with some filling in the middle.

Pavers increase the value of your home. Peanut butter and jelly doesn't have a big return

on investment. So, if you think peanut butter and jelly is good, just wait till you try a 

concrete paver.

The best thing since PB&J.







Let’s talk pavers

If you're reading this book, it means you're thinking about changing part of your home. 

We here to help. We want you to find the right walkway, entrance, deck, courtyard, wall 

or whatever makes your house a better place to live. 

With any hardscape project, there's a lot to think about. What does your landscape

look like now? What will you keep? What will you change? How will the color of your

door affect the color of your driveway? Do want more shade? Do you want more sun?

Take a look at the Holland Stone pavers in the driveway pictured to the left. 

In this home, for instance, the pavers are a blend of Dark Salisbury and Red, set in 

a runner pattern. This works well because the reddish color is similar to the house's roof.

The pattern creates a sense of forward movement, which contrasts with the house's

curved lines.

What would happen if the path were yellow instead? How would it feel if it were

set in a circular pattern?  How would it look in front of your home?

Left: This Jacksonville home is paved in Dark Salisbury and Red Holland Stone. 
The driveway has been left unsealed, giving it a natural feel which compliments 
the house's architectural style.



It's a good idea to think about the relationship

between all of the elements in your landscape.

Look for a balance. It can be formal and rigid,

so that the elements mirror one another. Or it

can be more informal and create a different

visual sense. It's also a good idea to think the

actual size of the space your transforming.

Driveways usually cover a lot of ground and

therefore have a larger visual impact than 

a patio at the side of the house.

Another thing you'll want to consider is

when and how you'll use your paved area. 

In Florida, you may want to avoid very dark

stones in areas that you'll frequent, like a patio

or pool. The sun will make them hotter than

some lighter colors. Remember, PaverSystems

pavers are made to last fifty years or more. 

So, plan for the long haul. 
Above: This driveway was remodeled with
City Square pavers in a camel and coral
blend. Unsealed and set with sand, it's
designed to support heavy traffic. You won't
have to worry about the wear and tear of a
teenager with a brand new license. Pavers
can take it.

It's a good idea.



How to throw a party

1. First, you need a place to play. A patio 
made of pavers, forinstance. 

2. Next, find a reason to celebrate. 
Millard Filmore’s birthday is always a good
excuse (it's January 7 by the way). 
Or you could always have some folks over
just to see your new patio.

3. Invite some people. Invite your friends. 
Invite your neighbors. Invite your family, 
the people from work or someone you’ve
always wanted to meet. If you can't think 
of anyone else, invite us. Everyone at
PaverSystems likes a good party. Except for
the guys in delivery. They stay pretty busy.

4. Make food, serve drinks. This one's pretty
obvious. We’ll leave the recipes to you and
Martha Stewart.

5. Make up a story, then embellish it. Tell
everyone that you built a new patio because
your crazy uncle needed a place to land his 
helicopter whenhe's in town. The wilder the
better. Make sure plenty of people hear your
tale. They'll be repeating it the next day.

6. Finally, laugh a lot and just relax. 
After all, it’s a party.

Left: With hundreds of designs and 
colors, pavers aren't just for driveways 
anymore. This "children's patio" was
designed with chamferless Colony pavers.
The red color is reminiscent of ordinary 
clay brick, but is more durable and easier 
to install.

Right: Holland Stone forms a transitional
border between the pool's edge and the
deck. The deck is made of Uni-Décor
pavers.





Pools rock.

It's simple. If you live in Florida, chances are good that you like the water. And your pool 

is a beautiful body of water all to yourself. The last thing you want to do is surround it 

with a boring concrete deck. After all, you do a lot more than swim in a pool. Sometimes,

all you do is watch it. Sometimes all you do is sit by it. And sometimes, you just make

sure the kids don't splash your mother-in-law.

PaverSystems understands. We live here too. We know that a house is more than 

a home and a pool is more than a hole in the ground. From the pathway to the deck,

there's a lot you can do to make your little piece of paradise even better. Give the deck 

a pattern. Add a little color. Think about how it feels on your bare feet. In the end, it 

should be as easy to love your pool as it is to love the water in it. 

Left: This fabulous pool with a view is set in Red Holland Stone pavers. The pavers have been
sealed to slightly darken their color.



Pools are a primary focal point of landscape

design. The reason is understandable. Because

of its size and visual appeal, it's hard to hide 

a pool. So, should it be right next to the house?

Should it be tucked in a corner of the yard?

What does it look like from the garden? What

does the garden look like from the pool?

One thing that most people wish they had is

more deck space. The area around a pool sees

as much action than the pool itself. Usually

more. You'll want plenty of room to relax at a

table, lounge in a chair, entertain or simply walk

around. With a well-balanced design, you can

use the pool area even when you don't use 

the pool.

Left: Pools often incorporate curves in their
design. Using pavers from the Appian
Stone family allowed the designers of this
deck add decorative fan shapes that
complement the pool's shape. (FPO copy)

A pool is more than water



The Official Rules of Marco Polo

Rule #1 You must have a pool. This game does not
work in the woods, on the golf course or in
your great aunt's RV.

Rule #2 You need at least one friend. Anyone will do.
Preferable someone who can swim. (This is
probably a good time to mention that a really
cool deck is a good place to make friends.
Even if they don't play Marco Polo)

Rule #3 One person is designated "it" and closes their
eyes. Eyes must remain closed throughout
that person's turn. (Which is a shame since
they won't be able to see that beautiful deck
of yours. Then again, they're probably a little
young to appreciate the architectural
nuances.)

Rule #4 The person who is it loudly says the word
“Marco”.  The other people playing must then
respond by loudly saying the word “Polo”. Any
other word is not acceptable and could result
in immediate disqualification.

Rule #5 Play continues until everyone gets sick of the
game and decides it’s time to get out of the
pool and grab a snack.

Above: If the area around your pool is
small, keep the deck's pattern simple. For
larger areas, add more complex patterns
and architectural accents to create a sense
of elegance. (FPO copy)

Left: Pavers not only look great, they feel
terrific. The natural stone surface is slip-
resistant and sand-filled joints allow water
to drain more easily. This deck, in Tampa,
was created with Cobble Lock pavers set in
a parquet pattern. The color is a blend of
Natural Grey and Pink. (FPO copy)



Notice how the pattern and surrounding
architecture affect the look of each. When
shopping for your pavers, always ask to see
several square feet of a blend to get a
better idea of what it will look like when 
it's in your home.

Pavers that aren't made to blend in.
PaverSystems manufactures over 57 million

pavers each year. They're used in literally

thousands of applications and designs. 

But, even with all those pavers and all those

projects, no two are exactly the alike. 

Every time you lay down a pattern, color or

site, something new is created. This is particu-

larly true when using color blends. For instance,

take a site with Diamond Lock pavers in a

charcoal and tan blend. Simply by altering the

amount of one color or another, an entirely new

look is created. Add patterns, texture and the 

envi-ronment to the mix, and you've got

virtually endless variety.

That's one reason so many builders, home-

owners and architects turn to pavers for new

ideas and expressive designs. You would not 

want to pull into a friend’s place and see the 

same driveway that sits in front of your house. 

You wouldn’t want to walk through a courtyard

and say, “This is just like what I’ve got at

home.” No. You want someone to come to your

house and say, “This is beautiful. How did 

you do it?” 



How do you make pavers?
Pavers get their durability and low water absorp-

tion by mixing finely ground sand, siftings, non-

ore rock and plasticizer. The mixture is put 

through a machine that generates thousands of

vibrations and eventually compacts the material 

to a pressure of 8,000 pounds per square inch.

The first layer provides the paver with its texture.

In the second phase, dyes are added and the 

mix is heated and vibrated again. The material

dries naturally for 48 hours in specially designed

molds that give the pavers their shape and

strength. Typically, pavers have short joints and

extrusions, which give them even more stability

when, installed.

With blends, even the same color scheme
will look very different when placed in
different environments. Both of these
surfaces use the Cobblelock paver in an
Almond and Pewter blend.

Finely ground sand

Siftings

Non-ore rock



Installing pavers is an art and there are

craftsmen who spend their entire careers

perfecting it. While some homeowners are able

to do the job, particularly with smaller projects,

we highly recommend that you contact a pro.

While it's easier for anyone to install pavers

than poured concrete or hot asphalt, some of

the things to consider are the soil subgrade,

the aggregate base, a sand bedding, the

wearing surface of the pavers, edge restraints,

drainage structures and, of course, color and

pattern. Installers also take into account the

type of project. A patio requires a slightly

different process than a driveway. A path on a

hill needs a different treatment than a rooftop

garden. Again, experienced installers are your

best bet for a job well done. Complete details

of the all the procedures are available at

paversystems.com.

One more reason we recommend pro-

fessional installers: many of them double as

landscape designers. If you've installed enough

entrances and pools and patios, you get a real

good feel for what looks good. Often, an in-

staller will know that a particular color may look

good in the showroom, but looks completely

different in the real world. You're probably

already working with someone. But if you're

not, call us and we'll be happy to recommend

an expert in your area. 

Installation and Maintenance



Efflorescence

Efflorescence is a white residue caused by
lime released from within the concrete. It
does not damage the paver and generally
wears away over time. If you'd like,
efflorescence can be removed with
cleaners made especially for pavers.
Sealing the paver surface may also help.

Removing Oil Stains

Concrete pavers are not damaged by oil
leaking from a car; however, the stains can
be difficult to remove. Treat them as soon
as possible by wiping the excess oil from
the surface and washing them with a
detergent and hot water. You may need to
do this several times for particularly
stubborn stains. If the stains appear
permanent, it may be easier to simply
replace the entire paver. Concrete pavers
are made to be removed easily in just such
a case.

Joint Sand

Sand-filled joints may accumulate dirt over
with time and traffic. However, some
installations may lose joint sand due to
wind and runoff. In that case, simply
replenish the joints with new dry sand. If
the problem recurs,  you may want to seal
the paver surface.

Sealing, color and wear

Pavers get their color by adding pigment to
the concrete. Colors are very stable,
showing little change over time. However,
as the surface wears from traffic or
weather, there may be a gradual change in
color. It is not necessary to seal a paver
surface. In many cases, you will want to
retain the plain look of the unsealed color.
But, sealing your pavers may help prevent
added dirt from foot or tire traffic. It may
also make the paver's natural color
somewhat darker. Consult your installer, or
call PaverSystems, to find out what's right
for your home.
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